Primary cardiac neuroendocrine carcinoma and minimally invasive cardiac surgery.
Diagnosis of cardiac neoplasm has become more feasible with the use of echocardiography, but imaging is sometimes not enough to establish a diagnosis, and a biopsy is required to determine the diagnosis and treatment. Transesophageal echocardiography-directed biopsies via a minithoracotomy revealed an extremely rare primary cardiac tumor, a poorly differentiated neuroendocrine carcinoma, in the left atrium of a 54-year-old man who presented with syncope and hypotension.